JUNE 1988 lied of. Yi 
EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


Meeting June 3rd. 'Antarctica' Miss H.Burgess. 


Meeting July lst. Films or video. 


Excursion June 5th. District waterfalls. G.Binns. 


Juky 3rd. Smythesdale area. Urs. FAureby. 


Excursion 


5 . Meetings as specifiod are held at the School 
President; Or.F Harrap Ph. 053 301651 of Mines and fradustefess Lydiard Street Sth, 
Vice Pres. Hiss H.Burgess 312210 Art Bullding, commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

. EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE 

Secretary: Hr.G.Binns 332282 - PROMI POCKERSIESESTUNT ANo Ane 
thy ” a . 8. c 

Treasurers Hrs.F Williamson 327631 : Mie 


FULL DAY OUTINGS OR AT 1.30 p.m. for 
Editor: *. HrvA.Barlow 413378 ecg as 


Dates for the Diary 


June 23:- Committee meeting at 130 Moola St. 
North Ballarat. 8pm Thursday. 


Excursion:—- Sunday 5th May. 


Scheduled as an all day excursion, the planned 
expedition will cover a circuit North, to North 
East; of Ballarat. The lunch time rendevous will 
be at the Trentham falls 1pm — 2pm. 


Skipton Excursion —- Sun. May 6th. 
Speleology and slippery eels 


A party of would-be speleologists travelled to Mt. Widderin, 
South of Skipton, for a morning underground in the impressive lava 
cave beneath the slope of the Mount. With the weather breaking, 
the group was glad to descend into the darkness of the tunnels and 
caverns that. make up the Skipton Cave. This cave is recorded as 
containing the largest chamber, 240 metres in length, of known lava 
caves in Australia. Sue and Nick White explained the features 
of the interior and the remains of the bat guano deposits. Bats 
have not inhabited the cave, as a colony, since the 1880s and because 
of the damp conditions now existing - probably caused by the clearing 
of surface vegetation - the bats are not likely to return. 

We emerged,muddied but unbowed, to return to Skipton for lunch 
and then to proceed to the processing works of Eeels Pty., Ltd. 
The proprietor, Peter van der Drift, treated members to a full inspect- 
ion of the works and specimens of Short finned and Long finned eels, 
as well as the system through which the eels are trapped and processed. 

The extraordinary life history, commencing in the warm ocean 
near New Caledonia is indeed a fascinating study. Refreshments with 
tasty smoked eel sandwiches were enjoyed and the party, stocked 
up with smoked eel purchases, eventually returned to Ballarat. 

Our thanks to Nick and Sue, and to Peter, for a most successful 


excursion. 
G.W.B. 


Invitation from Hopetoun 


Mrs Gwyn Wiseman, a lome member of Mid-Murray F 
F.N.C., recently picked up one of our syllabus 
cards attHibbards Nursery (our printing sponser). 

She has written a letter describing the Hopetoun 
area and extende an invitation- “if your group 
would be interested in coming up for a week or 
weekend, I would be only too willing to show our 
favourite little places". 

Gwyn's address is 33 Poole St. Hopetoun 3396 
phone 050 83320. 
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Mr and Mrs N.White's Talk "Bats, Caves and the C.c.V. 


The C.G.V. is a confederatiom of groups, which 
causes some problems in that the groups do not 
often see the President: It is a very large and 
diverse organisation with a large budget. 

The C.C.V. Share a building with other organ- 
isatioms and have eight or nine full time employees. 

It is an effective voice in conservation issues, 
one of the main initiatives being the flora and 
fauna guarantee. It is hoped this will protect 
many areas and this is nowhere more important 
than the Western part of Victoria. 

The C.C.V. must work hard to push this guarantee 
because of differing political views. 

Nick was pleased to see we were wll aware of the 
mining problems. The C.C.V. is doing more than 
they can handle and need more input from groups. 


Caves. c 


The White's favorite activity is Caving in 
various parts of Victoria, N.S.W. and in other 
areas of Australia. Caves seem to have a fascin- 
ation for some people who are called Speleoligists. 

Caves in the Buchan area and Limestone Creek 
are hard Paleozoic Limestones. In the Western 
area are Tertiary Limestone and Miocene Limestone 
in the Glenelg River area, on top of the Miocene 
Limestone are Dune deposits. 

Caves near Warrnambool are Tertiary Limestone 
which is soft. 

Mt. Widderin is a lava cave of recent origin. 

There are a number of Lava.caves in the Volcanic 
area, some are Lava flows, others vents. 

Victoria has a number of caves through out its 
Lava areas; they gre rather rare world wide and 
only found in recent flows. 

Limestone Caves are made by water erosion. There 
are a number of Caves in central Victoria that 
are washed out of stream sides. 

The "Potholes" has ten of the deepest caves in 
tine state. We saw some very interesting slides 
of caves and caving; one had a very good example 


of an Anticline. 


Ai. 


cont. 
Caves are the home of few creatures-- Spiders, 
Crickets, Shrimps and Bats. 


Bats 


There are three kinds of Bats living in caves 
in Victoria, some of these Bats have taken Tunnels 
and Mineshafts for roosting places also. 

Bat populations seem to have declined dramatic-— 
ally, but are building up again. Bats are banded 
in some of our caves. One of the interesting 
things to come out of this banding is that Bats 
live to an extraordinary age, they don't seem to 
age as we do. 

They have one young per year from about two _-.. 
years old. From about mid December to Christmas 
the population builds up and the young are born. 

At night they leave their young to go and feed. 

Towards the end of February to March they move 
away from the maternity sites and spread out for 
the rest of the year. Over Winter they are rather 
torpid, they m,te during this time. 

The three cave dwelling Bats are -- 

RHINOLOPHUS megaphyllus. Eastern Horseshoe Bat 
found right down the Eastemn Coast from the tip of 
Cape York Peninsular to Bastern Vicroriawhere it 
is less common than in its Northern Habitat, it 
prefers warm and humid caves. 

MINIOPTERIS shreiberseii.e Common Bent Wing Ret 
this bat is also found right down the Eastern 
coastline and into South Australiaalso the Northern 
into North Western coastline, its status is abund- 
ance, It inhabits Caves, Old Mines, Stormwater 
Chann els and like structures, sometimes it is 
found in houses. 

In Nursery Caves the young are massed upon the 
ceilings in densities of up to 3000 per square 
metre. 

The third Bat is MYOTIS adversus; The large 
footed Mouse eared Bat from about Broome right 
around to the Eastern coast to just into S.A. 

It has unusual Social behaviour and foraging 
adaptions making it one of Australias most inter- 
esting Bat. Its status is comaratively rare over 
its limited range. It is: found in Caves, mines, 
tunnels under bridges and in buildings were it 
clusters in groups from ten to fifteen to several 
hundred. 5 


Cont. 


The first Bat is from the family RHINOLOPHIDAE. 
The other two are from the family VERSPERTILIOIDAE. 


aw ef 

ee HERES wan 
eee | 

| 

HASSS Sess | 
BREEEHE EH &#s 


CROSSWORD No.O by Tantalus 
ACROSS 


1 Musical crab? (7) 5 Blackberry bush (7) 9 Cud chewing animals (9)/QDoes this shark suckle? C5) 
11 Serious, relatively recent sexually transmitted disease (4) 12 State of high teaperature($ ) 
13 Type of bean (4) 15 Fly larva (6) 19 They may be flame, scarlet or yellow (6) 21 Sheep 

are (6) 22 River --- --- £.Camaldulensis (3,3) 26 Colour of horse (4) Nocturnal mammal of 
Madagascar (5) 28 ---- winged plover (4) 32 Freshwater polyp of very simple construction (5) 
33An inedible fungus (9) 34 You would be unlikely to look down on this animal (7) 35 A cuckoo 
nestling does to its companions (4,3) 20 Haunch. (3) 


DOWN 


1 Comprised of radius and ulna (7) 2 Descriptive of most warbler's nests (5) 3 A long,slender 
fish (4) 4Bean or road? 5 Breed of hound (6) 5 Barley beards (4) 7 Rabbits and aoles are 
this type of animal’ (9) 8 Neophema ----- (parrot) (7) 14 Young horses (5) 15 --- bird decorates 
its nest (5) 17 Bird related to ducks but with sharply serrated bill (9) 18 Rose fruit (3) 
21 Type of pig with skin blemishes? (7) 23 The swift (Cypselus apus) alt.name (7) 24 insect 
with hard wing cases (6) 25 Form not genetically true (6) 29 Prefix- earliest, original. (5) 

30 Young one of cow (4) 31 Snakes (4) : 


Anchor Plant Project 
SSS Eee 


Various aspects of the project, planned for the Autumn period, 
are now developing. Seed has germinated, seedlings are growing health- 
ily and providing interesting details of the growth pattern of the 
leaves. Cuttings are showing signs of shooting. Hopefully root growth 
is matching this! 

The Australian Trust for Conservation Volunteers has scheduled 

two weekends in June for the fencing projects at Mt. Suizort (Creswick) 
and at Lal Lal. The first is for June 11th. 12th. !3th.(Creswick), 
And the second for June 18th. 19th. Fencing materials have been 
ordered; now some additional assistance will be needed at the time 
of fencing. Members who are able are urged to join in and help with 
this - the club's Bicentennial project. See Greg for details and 
requirements. 


Field reports - May Meeting 
a 


«Hooper White: Winged Choughs at Brownhill. 

«Murphy White Tailed Eagle at Berringa - moulting? 

. Jameson Pair of W.T.Eagles South East of Ballan. 

. Hammond Approx. 200 Y.T.Black Cockatoos in pine plantations 
South of Linton. 


Aov =x 


L.Fisk Large numbers of rabbits and feral cats in the You 

Be a Yangs. Cats reputed to be devastating ground nesting Pard- 
alotes. 

P.Murphy. Tree Ferns at the Berringa site have been removed. 

F. Harrop Ghost Fingers from Blue Gum roots displayed. 

H.Burgess Large moth pupa cases appearing on garden surfaces beneath 
trees. 


FAD Pe ETS 

During the 1986 duck shooting season in S.Australia over 100 
Magpie geese at Bool Lagoon died from lead poisoning. The birds 
were cut openand lead was found in their blood stream as well as 
lead shot in their gizzards. The lead levels were 100 times the 
normal amount. 

Lots of birds gather small stones in a sack in their throats 
and grind their food against the stones to help digest their food. 
Wterfowl pick up spent lead shot and as they grind their: food 
the lead rubs off. The lead enters the blood of the bird where 
it destroys the red blood cells. 

Magpie Geese were reintroduced to S.A. after being shot out 
in the early 1900s. i 

Shooting with lead shot is now banned at Bool Lagoon. 

(Environment Victoria) 


The geese have an area set aside for nesting and can be seen 
at close quarters if you have a chance to visit the Reserve. There 
is a wide variety of bird life at the Lagoon and it is well worth . 


“the visit. (T.B.) 


¥ 
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BOTANY FAMILY RUTACEAE = ctd.- 

The native species found near Ballarat belong 
xe one of three genera :- Boronia, Correa and Eriostemon 
the latter is not common in the bush here, but is often 

grown in gardens ) 


KEY :- Leaves opposite, 4 petals, small shrubs 


Petals free, spreading, stamens 8 
Bi Boronia 
so a eRe 


Petals usually long, united into a 
tubular corolla 


Correa 


( native fuchsia) 


Leaves alternate, calyx conspicuous, 5 petals, 
free, imbricate, stamens 10 


Eriosttemon 


( wax flowers ) 

The name, Eriostemon, is derived from Greek 
words meaning " woolly threads " referring to the hairy 
filaments. 

The genus, Boronia, is named after Francesco 
Borone, a young Italian naturalist who died tragicdly in 
Athens ( 1794 ). 

Correa was named after Jose Correa de Serra; 
a Portuguese botanist ( 1751 - 1823 ) 

Different " species " in the genus Correa 
hybridize readily and classification is sometimes 
difficult. 

H.H. 


Terminal Trivia 

The Australian Fruit Pigeon only ever lays one egg ina 
clutch; the Mallee Fowl has been known to lay as many as thirty 
three! 


